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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 07/11/2005. 

Claims 3-47 and 64-74 are pending in this application. Claims 3 and 64 are 
independent claims. In the amendment filed 07/1 1/2005, Claims 3, 7, 10-15, 25, 31-32, 
34-38, 45, and 64-72 were amended and claims 73 and 74 were added as new. This 
action is made Non-Final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 3-47 and 83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor{s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

The Examiner believes that the limitation "wherein at least one of the user 
accesses is to an object of interest that is not in the task sequence" is not supported by 
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the specification. The Examiner phoned the Attorney of record for clarification in this 
matter on September 21 st 2005. The Attorney explained that he felt that the limitation is 
supported by the specification, in particular on Page 7, He specifically pointed out from 
the passage, "For instance, a task could be defined as completing steps one through 
four. The user could then inquire as to how frequently this task is completed or the 
typical manner in which the task is or is not completed." The Attorney acknowledged if 
the task was not completed that it was inherent that user must have accessed an object 
that is not in the task sequence. While the Examiner agrees that accessing an object 
that is not in a task sequence can be a reason for not completing a task, it is not 
inherent that it is the only way to not complete the task. Another way a task can be 
incomplete is if the user simply closes the executing window. Therefore it is neither 
inherent nor supported by the specification that at least one of the user accesses is to 
an object of interest that is not in the task sequence. 

Because of the 35 U.S.C. 1 12 first paragraph rejection, claims 3-47 and 73 will 
not be treated on its merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 64-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Louviere et al. (US 6934748). 

In regards to claim 64, Louviere teaches defining a task as a predetermined 
sequence of accesses to one or more objects of interest of said plurality of objects of 
interest (i.e. "an automated method for experimentation includes: defining an 
experiment relating to various treatments for a set of content elements; conducting the 
experiment over a data network; collecting over the data network observation data 
relating to user behavior for each treatment; and generating at least one script to 
coordinate defining an experiment, conducting the experiment, and collecting 
observation data" Column 1 , Line 48); accessing data representative of one or more 
sequences of user accesses to said one or more of said plurality of objects of interest 
(i.e. "an automated method for experimentation includes: defining an experiment 
relating to various treatments for a set of content elements; conducting the experiment 
over a data network; collecting over the data network observation data relating to user 
behavior for each treatment; and generating at least one script to coordinate defining 
an experiment, conducting the experiment, and collecting observation data" Column 1, 
Line 48); filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence to the data 
representative of one or more sequences of user accesses (i.e. "The data produced 
from each experiment specifies outcomes relevant to the objectives set by content 
provider 14. Once the experiments are completed, this data may be transferred to 
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model engine 32 to identify the degree to which the content elements influence the 
behavior of users 16. That is, model engine 32 uses the results or data collected 
during the various experiments to create one or more behavioral models of human 
decisions and choices." Column 10, Line 65); and displaying information regarding how 
the filtered user accessed the objects of interest (i.e. "Content provider interface 38 can 
be in communication with content store 24 (in content system 10), experiment engine 
30, and observation module 36. Content provider interface 38 receives model results 
and initiates analysis, evaluation, selection, calibration, and basic reports. Content 
provider interface 38 generally supports an interface between communication 
management: system 12 and a human user at content provider 14, such as an 
information services manager. Content provider interface 38 allows the manager user 
to ask questions, record and test scenarios, and generate or obtain reports to quantify 
results." Column 13, Line 65). 

In regards to claim 65, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that completed said task (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is 
deemed to be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an 
instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react 
in a desired manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or 
represent users 16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end 
user (e.g., particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
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characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 66, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or, more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that started said task (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed 
to be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance 
of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a 
desired manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or represent 
users 16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., 
particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 67, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that started said task but did not complete the task (i.e. "An instance of a 
treatment allocation is deemed to be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired 
manner to the treatment; an instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a 
"failure" if a user 16 does not react in a desired manner to the treatment. Covariates 
are variables which relate to or represent users 16. For example, covariates may 
relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., particular computer and web browser). 
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Further, covariates may relate to characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, 
navigation options selected, information submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 
12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 68, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that accessed said resource from a predetermined set of resources (i.e. 
"An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a "success" if a user 16 reacts 
in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance of a treatment allocation is deemed 
to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a desired manner to the treatment. 
Covariates are variables which relate to or represent users 16. For example, 
covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., particular computer and 
web browser). Further, covariates may relate to characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons 
clicked, navigation options selected, information submitted, purchases made, etc.)." 
Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 69, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that accessed said resource from a predetermined set of resources and 
then completed the task (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a 
"success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance of a 
treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a desired 
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manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or represent users 
16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., 
particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 70, Louviere teaches computer-implemented method of claim 
64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence to the 
data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or more 
users that accessed said resource from a predetermined set of objects of interest and 
then started the task (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a 
"success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance of a 
treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a desired 
manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or represent users 
16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., 
particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 71, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that accessed said resource from a predetermined set of objects of interest 
and then completed the task (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to 
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be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance of 
a treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a 
desired manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or represent 
users 16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., 
particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 72, Louviere teaches a computer-implemented method of 
claim 64, wherein the step of filtering user accesses by comparing the task sequence 
to the data representative of one or more sequences of user accesses identifies one or 
more users that completed said task and then accessed one or more of a 
predetermined set of objects of interest (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is 
deemed to be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an 
instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react 
in a desired manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or 
represent users 16. For example, covariates may relate to. characteristics of an end 
user (e.g., particular computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to 
characteristics of usage (e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information 
submitted, purchases made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

In regards to claim 74, Louviere teaches the computer-implemented method of 
claim 64 wherein one or more of the one or more sequences of user accesses are 
representative of physical users (i.e. "An instance of a treatment allocation is deemed to 
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be a "success" if a user 16 reacts in a desired manner to the treatment; an instance of a 
treatment allocation is deemed to be a "failure" if a user 16 does not react in a desired 
manner to the treatment. Covariates are variables which relate to or represent users 
16. For example, covariates may relate to characteristics of an end user (e.g., particular 
computer and web browser). Further, covariates may relate to characteristics of usage 
(e.g., buttons clicked, navigation options selected, information submitted, purchases 
made, etc.)." Column 12, Line 43). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 64-72 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (571) 272-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




i<RiSTiN£ Ki^iCAiD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



